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AR. This is ‘the ‘twenty-second of a series of reports — issued 

the Bureau of, Agricultural Economics © which present results | 

biained from interview sariple | surveys of farm wages and farm ~ 
Tae ratese ‘Field onerations of the survey from which this 
report. was” ‘prepared were under the direction of the State Agri- 

x cultural Statisticianse } 


oa 


The sori es of Sens A eeioes Haiieeions of. information — 
on wage and waze rates of all workers hired on a national sam". 
ple of farms during specified weeks of the year. This report. 
presents information chtained in the sixth and seventh of. these. 
national surveys and covers the weeks of April 18-24 and Sep- 
tember 19-25, 1948, In addition to reports on the national -sur- 
VEES 5 earlier reports were issued on rages of seasonal labor in 
1945 in special crop areas of varicus Statess 
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WAGES AND WAGE RATES OF HIRED FARM WORKERS ‘UNITED STATES AND HEGTONS 
April and September 1948 NN a 


This report presents data on wages, wage rates, and hours worked of) \\" 1 
hired farm workers by various farm and worker characteristics for the weeks 
of April 18-24 and September 19-25, 1948, In general, tables show com — gett 
parisons between geographic divisions for the two survey dates, although mo. 
some tables present data for similar earlier surveys (March, May, and Sep— oa 
tember 1945, July 1946, and January 1947.) Indications of year-to-year ea 
change from the earlier surveys are valid only for the September survey be- “et 
cause of the marked seasonal variation in farm employment and wageSe Data fh 
from other surveys illustrate seasonal variations. Discussion of the tables °°. 
has been limited to 4 few general topics for which data are presented for 


all the surveys madée 


HOURLY CASH WAGES. (TABLE 1) 


Average hourly cash earnings of all hired farm workers in the fall 
of 1948 were slightly more than a fourth higher than in the fall of 1945. 
The increase, however, was not uniform for all parts of the country. In 
the South, the traditional low-wage area, hourly earnings had increased by 
70 percent for all hired farm workerse The hourly earnings of white workers 
had increased by a little more than half, whereas earnings for nonwhite 
workers were 80 percent above those for the fall of 1945. The sharp increase 
in the South was mainly because of the record wage rates paid in 1948 for 
picking cotton. Supplies of labor were tight and farm operators were bidding 
against each other to get their cotton picked. In the West, the increase Pe: 
in average hourly cash wages amounted only to 5 percent. Supplies of labor 
in this area began to be more abundant in the fall of 1948. 


If it is assumed that the April 1948 average’ hourly cash wages may 
be compared with the average for March and May 1945, the surveys show that 
for the United States hourly earnings increased about as much in the spring 
as in the fall. Regional changes, however, were considerably different in 
the springs Earnings in North Central States were up the most, about a 
half. Earnings were up a little more than a fourth in the South, about the 
game as the national averagee The larger increase in the spring in the Mr 
North Central States was probably due to the fact that in 1948 there was a uate 
larger proportion of seasonal workers, whose hourly earnings are usually 
higher than those for regular workers. In the spring of 1945, about a 
fourth of the hired workers were seasonal workers, whereas in the spring 
of 1948, this class of worker made up a little less than half of the total 


number of hired workerse 


WEEKLY CASH WAGES. (TABLE 7) 


.Average weekly cash earnings of hired farm workers on the reporting _ 
farm amounted to $22.70 in the fall of 1948. In many cases, these cash ne 
earnings were supplemented by perquisites furnished without cost to the 
worker. House or lodging was furnished to a little more than a third of © 


the workers se Between a third and a fourth of these workers also received 
two or more meals per day and an additional 5 percent were furnished meals 
but not. housings No values were obtained for these perquisites in the 1948 
SUIVGYS o : 


In the fall of 1948, average weekly cash earnings varied from region 
to region, with a low of $174.30 for the South and a high of 36.80 for hired 
workers in the West. Weekly cash wages in the Northeast and North Central 
regions were at an intermediate level —- both SOnaN ee? above the national 
ave rarce€e b > ; 


For the country as a whole, weekly cash earnings of hired farm workers 
in the fall of 1948 did not increase as much from the fall period 3 years 
earlier as did hourly earnings. ioraae hours worked per week declinede. The 
inerease in weekly eamings amounted to about 17 percent for the country as 
awnole. In the South, weekly cash earnings were more than 14 times as large 
as those 3 years’ earlier, whereas in the Vest, they were practically the same, 
In the Northeast, weekly earnings advanced about a third but in the North . 
Central Region, the increase was only about a tenth. The varying geographic 
pattern of increases in weekly wazes vas due not only to differences in aver- 
ape hourly earnings, but also to diff POrences in time worked per weeke 


TIMG WORKED. (TABLE 7) 


In the fall of 1948, hired farm workers averaged 57 hours work per 
week on the ."reporting arin" (See definition of "reporting farm" in 
Appendix.) As these surveys are based on a sample of farms, hours worked | 
were obtained for all workers on the sample farm for the survey week, When 
the same workers were employed on other Pee time put in on other farms 
js not included. In the West, hours per week averaged 48, and in the South 
de hourse acai number of hours worked in the South was because of 
the large number of workers who were hired for less than a full week at 
picking cotton. The time spent per day at picking cotton depends upon 
weather conditions; for instance, picking does not get started early in 
the morning if there is any dewe In-the Northeast and North Central regions, 
hours worked averaged 44 on the farms reportings 


a 


Time worked per week was generally lower in the fall of 1948 than 
for the fall season 3 years earlier. The decrease amounted to 4 hours 
for the entire country. All regions except the Northeast, in which there 
was no change, reported fewer hours of work per week in 1948 than in 1945. 
The length of the workday was shorter in 1948 for all regions, The number 
of days worked during the week, which is a great deal more likely to 
fluctuate, because of weather eendi tions, was up in some regions and down 
in otherse This change in hours worked per day is in line with the down- 
ward trend in average length of workday of hired farm workers shown 
by another series of the Bureau of Agricultural Economics. 
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Average cash wages and hours worked by type of wage rate, United 
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Distribution of hired farm workers by type of wage rate, United 
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Distribution of hired farm workers by specified perquisite items 
received, United States and regions, September and April 1948. 


Distribution of regular and seasonal hired farm workers, 
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Distribution of hired farm workers by expected duration of employment 
on the reporting farm, United States, specified dates. 


Distribution of hired farm workers by expected duration of employment 
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Distribution of all and regular hired farm workers in September and 
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Distribution of seasonal Reed farm workers in September and April 
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on the reporting farme 


Distribution of hired farm workers by type of worker, United.States 
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Distribution of hired farm workers by sex (and race in South), United 
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Distribution of hired farm workers by relationship to farm operator, 
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Distribution of all farms, farms with hired labor and their hired 
farm workers in September and April 1948, by man-days of hired labor 
used on the farm in 1948 and 1947 respectively. 
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Table 10. Deribe ene rages Dancy His hieat Ai ohare. by exp: 
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75 ~ 149 days Wes ~ 60 5670 4,10 31,00). ta em 
Less than 75 days | «87 oor 6.70 hye Sake) 20290 17.70 
Crew workers » 87 — 7~* 60 | 89470 — 
Workers days unspec. 2/| 289 258 6.80 5070 81.30 17450 
North Central ‘ t ; 
Regular workers: { 042 | 039 4.10 $480) =. 26050 24650 
300 days or more | 640 35 3.90 3540'./ | 25600 23020: 
150 — 299 days 045 047 4.40 4.30° 26690. “2656 
Seasonal workers: + 80 007 700 4,70 Ce DO.n ee 
75 °—2.49.days £55 044 4,90 3e 80 25.00 18.80 
less than 75 days Pare i e 61 6.00 4,90 19.60) 16.70 
Crew workers 097 65 8.60 5-80 45.70 29420 
Worke rs days inspec. 2/| 1.04 PEsys) 9.40 Se 80 32460 17.00 
South } 4 
Regular workers: eck 037 3.40 5520: 4 19.805 7uleee 
300 days or more 208 42 3e20 Sas0e 21400 sages 
150 — 299 days 240 004 3060 Py ae) 19.00 17.10 
Seasonal workers: | 0 56 son ‘As 70 te OO 1, alte to 10.20 
75 — 149 days o41 055 30/0 3200 - 16620 12 e350 
less-than. 75 days . 045 Od $e1/0 ow L10°30 TelO 
Crew workers 268 aS - 5480 3el0. 25050.) aiaeeoes 
Workers days unspec. 2/ 047 033 4.50 2090 2060 9.70 
West c 
Regular workers : 675 e70 (E00 48 Oy Bo 43.50 40450 
300 days or more 076 269 700 6450 4510 4150 
150 — 299 days rts afd 6690 6-80 21.70 $9.10 
Seasonal workers: 278 «90 6.70 790 34.60 40660. 2 
75 —- 149 days «76 o7/e 6.90 5690 38680 29470 
Less than 75 days o8L (9 7ZelO 6060 50280 R30 00 
Crew workers Wns 096 5.90 8.80 30.30 53,50 3s 
Workers days unspec. | 083 «89 Tet! 4 S87 _80 42460 39520 faa 


set sis: custom workerse 


- ees Tt has been assumed that these workers were seasonal workers. 
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Table 1l.—Averare time worked by Hired farm workers, by expected duration of 
employment, United States and regions, September and April 1948 V/ 


te ee 


Area and duration _ Hours per day ) Days per week 1 Hours per week - 
of employment Septe ! Apr. ; Sept. 1 Apr. | Sept. Apr. 
ae eee I Asse tones Uebel N 1oneb eee 
_ Number Number Number = Mumber Number Number 
United States 
Regular workers De | 9ek Bee Bek 58 Si 
aS days or more : 965 962 66° | &6 62 61 
DO — R99 days 965 9.1 5.8 Peat 54 52 
we Seasonal workers: | 8e5 . 8e6 3e9° Cart 33 32 
i . 15 = 149 days re 8a9 ° 868 4.9 4.3 43 38 
Less than 75 days | 805 Bek Sek Rel PAE RO 
Hes Crew workers Be5 828 4.3 Sek 37 46 
ae Viorkers days unspec.2ft, 9.1 8.5 4.9 hl 44 fk 
Northeast eit es | 
Regular workers: 965 Syape 6.5 6.4 61 58 
ee or more 947 963 646 6.7 64 62 
O ~ 299 days Gre © * Bad 6.1: 508 55 ae 
_.: Seasonal workers : Bel 720 Ase 4,0 34. 28 
75 — 149 days | 79 669 5e4 41 - 43 28 
ess than 75 days | ihe Tad Salt 3.5 24 26 
Crew workers InP lens Paley sy en  Sowe +— 45 — 
Workers days unsp ec. 2/ | Te7 604 4.6 4.48 55 50 
North Central . 
Regular workers: 948) e.6." 6.5 645 63 63 
500 days or more Ria Mie 969 666 6.7 65 67 
PI50.— 299 days |. 967 9.1 662° 6.2 60 56 
Seasonal workers: |. 87 863 * 4,0 4.1 35 34 
75 — 149 days be GeO 8.7 Sel 5.0 46 43 
fess: than 75, days 8e5 Bee spees bed 2&8 28 
Crew workers: . 8.8 Pat he 5ed 500 47 45 
ey Workers aay aan 9el Tek 505 4.4 Le 32 
eo .. South | 
shale Regular workers: 869 8.8 5e7 5.8 as 51 
days or more | 86 8.0 — 6e6 6.6 56 Do 
. _. Seasonal workers: ilee isnt 8.7 336) Se 31 2 
Me | 7S. 149 days Be a eV gO 9el . 44 4.2 59 38 
iy)’. Less than 75 days Pr Bao 85 Bek Rod 26 21 
ee Crew workers Bed B66 4,0 4.9 54 42 
ie Workers days unspee.2/} 96 9.0 46 505 44 . 30 
West Site 
Regular workers: ie heey 964 6.3 Bel 58 SY 
ae days or more | 92 9.4 6.4 6.4 - 59 60 
150 — 299 days Jer 9.4 Gea cheer. 56 54 
Seasonal workers: Ba 7 868 Sikh Se A5 45 
75 — 149 days 9el Bel Del 500 si Al 
Be in less than 75. days. 868 8.3 4.4 326 38 30 
Po.) Cron workers Bel Gel Dee Gyil Ae oe 
ae Workers days unspec. 2/ | 948 8.8 5.5 50 51 44 
ye 1/Exeludes custom workerse 


Bo. Vas has been assumed that these workers were seasonal workers. 
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16-225. 
| “T1945 45 iss 
urs Dollars Dollars Dollars Dollars Dollars 


117.50 113.80 108.30 

113.40 106.00 . 97.60 100300 

1210.00. 112.50. 100660_. 102430 - a 
| 95,60 81,80 77680 75.00. Garegum 
191.90 185.80 161,00 165.40 167.20 . 167.30 151.00 


98.107) 87.60... 78.40 84560, 76,60 74,40 eayeae 
G15701.« “62610 | 167590 166430, | 60520  BAbO Wp aaam 
B4510r 86540 i670 76.30, | 67200" (65.70 come 
66.90») 51,60) 65,20 58060 53,20) .aSi2nniaee 
135040 128.90 116.80 154,00 124,30 122.60 121.80 
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51e50' * 30.30 128.40. 27.80. 9) 23.20 9. Soe ear ee 
34050756090 51540 $1.50 © 31,40, 50,60 7 2 aace 
£10902) 28540, 26,80 « 27.60" -. 24,90: ) 23,900 ie ee 
26050: 184060) 25490 > 21.90 15390) 82580) ileus 
PABSOO Lg S01 S590.) 374670) S6s00" o) Beeaoes 


he 
ANS 


AOOG in og oO 3520..°) 3250 5e60) 8 Veal SS tare gee 
7.60 4,90 380 5.05 8.35 5.5) 5040 | 
BOON tg 40 3-40 4.40 3.80, Be40 + 5620) 
3670 ‘300 Zel0y +) S25 5e00 hs 240 eee 
TalO 6.60 6050 5. 95 6020 "Asam 


“02 eog9 064 009 063. 
all? 67 265 264 oor 
MG et One «70 abe 658 
soe 42 pao 242 be 
$B50 si 85 «87 275 75 


— *~pe Spe 
“specified dates. 


Pampa BE cate 

vegular hived j 

workers paid - |. is 
a 
ie 


iwerage ‘cash wages — 


Area, ee 
of wage rate, 


and date | specified type Weck 


Loe GL De GS 


~ 


‘United States 
a without: meals 
_ Sept. 19-25, 1948 
Apr. 18-24, 1948 
‘Sept. 16-22, 1945 
May 20-26, 1945 
Month with, eats 
Sept. 19-25, 1948 
Apr. 18-24, "1948 
septe 16-22, 1945. 
_ May 20-26, 1945 
Piecie i chout meals 
Septe 19-25, 1948 
Apr. 18-24," "1948 
Sept. 16-22, 1945 
May 20-26, 1945 
without meals 
Sept. 19-25, 1948, 
Apr. 18-24, ° "1948 
Sept. 16-22, 1945 
May 20-26, 1945 
“Hour without meals | 
Sept. 19-25, 1948 
Apr. 18-24, °1948 
Septe 16-22, 1945. 
May 20-26, 1945 


Northeast 
Month with meals 


Sept. 19425, 1948 


“pr. 18-84,’ 1948 


t 


Sept. 16-22, 1945. 


May 20-26, 1945 


ea Peaeb. 19-25, 1948 

Apr. 18-24,° 1948 
ept. 16-22, 1945 
May 20-26, 1945 


Tae 19-25, 1948 

Apr. 18-24,' 1948 
Sept. 16-22, 1945 

Te ey 20-26, 1945 


Number Dollars 


1253000 
141,000 
1293000 
145,000 


1213000 


1345000 


156,000 
172,000 


7& 000 
95; 000 


ae COON: 
91, 000 


753000 
162,000 
116,000 
211,000 


753000 
109,000 
53,000 
89,000 


“ 


20, 000 
35° 000 
31; 000 
29, 000 


30; 000 
593,000 
e1,000 
&7 000 


14,000 
173000 
20,000 
25,000 


0.54 


00k 
a4] 
258 


ss 


ode 


= 


Prac) 


en4 


059 


eof 


041 


_ 042 


Guts 


241 
Pies) 


. 0nd 


372 
ee 


065 
058 


Dollars 


53010 
dee LO 
26.60 
£0010 


25 ° 50 
21440. 
18420 
17.10 


51.690 - 
3k» 40 
25010 
£5ee0 


25080 


ea 


17470 
15610° 


36.40 
31.30 
34,50 
20570 


without. ‘meals aa 


‘198 
1948 


195 
‘19h5 . 


| Month” with meals. 


19,8 


19L8. 


19h5 
19h5 


h without mela 


1948 


1948 — 


» 1945 
ya OES 
ean Fea Ka 


19))8 


19),8 | 


19h5 
hie 


ae 18-2, 19h8 
Sept. 16-22, 195 
20-26, 19h5 


ne 
\ 


“Sept. 19-25, 1948 
Apre 18-2), 1948 
+ 16-22, 19h5 
20-26, 1945 


ya 


hired workers’ 


|. paid. sppcified. 


tbe of rate 
iol dal 


Caer 


54,000 
51,000 
50, "000 
119,000 


G2 ,000 
68,000 
81,000 
93,000 


.; £1,000 
. 3,000 | 
36,000 
52,000 


16,000 
35 5000 
415000 
, 4,000 


7,000 
118,000 
. 88,000 
‘167,000 


Dollars 


is 
~TaeF oF roailor? ive rare esi wages” 
ne 


‘Hourly | Weakly 


TDeltars 


OUR irs i 2B ED 
035 he 50 


ies So etn 22350 
031 21,0 
poe ‘ 16,10. 
Pegi? 15.60 


Ss a D1 
- Date doabisead pes om wage 
oe specified dates © 


Average 
cash wares | 


m fine 
Number of 
seasonal hired. 


~ Area, type 


cae fe workers paid Rene. a . 
. Sa dca specified type Hourly | Weekly 
ree date € 
of rate uy 
oe, Number Dollars Dollars 
‘United States \s 
Day without meals > 
Septe 19-25, 198 ° Fe NE OOQ 0... Ooh9 14.70 
ieApre Leeelz, 198. - 29,000 035 10.70 j 
Sept. 16-22, 1915 - 359,000 : a ee ee Oe ae iad 
May) = 20-26, 195 61,000 025 7-60 . 
Hour without meals ° . 
Sept. 19-25, 1918 1,06, 000 Wier it Sce 23.430 
Apr. 18-2), 198 293,000 ice) 16.40 
Septe 16-22, 195 © Lbs ,000 266 27010 
May 20-26, 1915 hol, 000 055 21.50 
Piece rate without meals 
Sept. 19-25, 198 . 1,743,000 268 23.00 
Apr. 18-2), 1948 91,000 095 30260 


Sept. 16-22, 1945 | 1,360,000 se 17¢50 


Northeast 
; Hour without meals. ; | ‘ Rs oS 
Sept. 19-25, 19h8 . 62,000 079 15.30:).9 (ee eae 
Apre 18-2), 19448 20,000 SOP Seth Pee 


‘Sept. /16.22,. 19h5 ho,000 15.80 


North Central fa . 
Day without meals Vio a 
Sept. 19-25, 198. 49,000 262 Ti. OO-4 eae 23° 

Apr. 1882), 1948 , 23,000 155 14.20 Ae ee 


Ge Bente LO-22, 19L5 25,000 o! 11.50 26 
Da Ney 20 26, 195 28,000 235 Tet miacd 35 
Day with meals Ree wae: 

Sept. 19-25, 1918 #/ 30,000 | 053 15660540 cae 


Por i bac. tON8 |) cs: 26,000 olt7 LOCO sek 3h 
iSegb. 1Gece,. 1945 26,000 dies A QoL Oo EA. 
\ May 20-26, 19h5_ 2h, 000 aA oe eo 36 
Hour without meals ike sie : 
Sept. 19-25, 1918 104,000: | 7h, ae LOLA of: 
wrAprs) Abell; 19h8 60,000 067 EBM peso Wi Mo) 
| Sept. 16-22, 1945 448,000 - Vigol 20.60 
May Po, 1945 £8 0004), 48 14,80 


Continued ------ 


Average 
cash wares 


Number of 
seasonal hired 
workers paid 
Specified type 

of rate L 


Number Dollars Dollars “Wumber 


tn ree eee 


AVL ATO, 
hours worked | 
per week 


‘of! wage rate, 


and cate Hourly ; Weekly 


Day without meals 
Sept. 19-25, 19))8. 
Apre 182), 19))8 
Sept. 16.22, 19h5 
May 20-26, 19h5 


Day with meals . 
Septe 19-25, 1918 D7, O00 a4 11.80 
Apre 182h, 1948 55,090 Socal ke’ 
Septs, 16-22, 1945 | 22,000 029 10/40 
May 20-26, 1945 54,000 ooh 8.30 


- Hour without meals 
Septe 19-25, 19h8 
Apres.) 26-214; 1948 
\ Sept. 16-22,°19h5 
May 20-826, 195 - 
Piece rate without meals 
Sept. 19-25, 19))8 V952,000 261 18.90 
m A.pY e 18=2)), é 1948 51,000 elt Gy 50 
An pees 19))5 931,000 932 10 l,0 


357,000 OQ.42 12,20 
396,000 233 10.10 
286,000 03h 10¢60 
589,000 VoD hire BO 


123,000 OT 15460 
151,000 elie 9470 
113,000 03h - 8.90 
195,000 rz") 9.60 


West ; 
ae Hour without meals 

Se ptenlO~co pv IGB we 

3 Apr ° 18- eh, 1948 x: ; 62,000 oGhy 205 50 


te 16122). 19h5 
May 20-26, 19)15 
| Piece rate without ois 


21111, 000 °75 38.70 
166,000 Meee 36.80 


' Septe 19-25, 1948 
aay Apre 18-el,, 19))8 
bey Septe 16-22,-19h5 


13,000 
36,000 
187,000 


372 
1.13 
985 


31.10 
65.00 


36.50 


eames sie en ee 2 ene ne “eee 


This mroup includes some workers for whom sxpected duration of employ-. 
tele was not Te Ge the majority of whom were short-time Saree 


Table 18.-Average cash wages and hours worked, by type. of - wage rate, ‘Uni 
Baga" and leis ids Wsleras and April 1948. | : 


LA ierage: bona eos ~~ Average 
f wage rate {| cash wages _ 
FE Re | : {Unoriy | Weekly por 
or rave (Sept. Mor. | Sept. | apr | Sept. | Apr. | Sept. 
{ 19.254 16-241 19 oak 18-244 109- 54 5119-241 19-251 16 
: ness a ek Dols Dol. Dodie oie 
United States Pa gf 5 Aces Ge kag edgar Met ge eet EL Tin een 
Without mealg ~ Month 185 e/(Ow ole vO 0.54, 0,55:. SoahOly beee0 
Week pia OO 50250 er Be 31.40 20 o uG 
Day AJ20. 3,30 «48 237 16.00 23.60 
Hour 373 059 eas 261 25,40 20.50 
Piece rates ee aac 6 68 695. 25.007 50,90 
With meals - Month 98,10 87.60 036 233 R4,00 21.50 
Day 4,980 360 953 240 922230 45670 
Northeast 
Without meals -- Month 131.50 138300 250 05S Slp80. Saeno 
Week 34.30 36590 °61 065 34.40 36.50 
Day 7 GO |, AER 093 063 35.30 . 25-60 
Hour aT 67 276 9 67 LBs SOMES LOM 
With meals ~ Month  8l.'70) 62010 028 p23 20ST) Maan 
North Central ‘ 
Without meals - Month 115.00 116.50 243 244 28.50 28.50 
Week 27.90 28.40 ed e46. 27270 928540" 
i Day 5.00 4.40 056 «52 OVAL 70 20,96 
3 Hour By; .67 074 6723730 eeE50 
_. With meals — Month 94.10 86.40 2 d4 se Leos tedeou 
a Day 4.80 4.30 250 s44° 18360 217640 
| South 
“Without meals — Month — 93.60 912520 039 yO) ETS aay) 
: Week 26230 24.60 050 ea? 25200. "ea oo 
a Day 5470 hBy00 40 535 12490 dea 
Bs. Hour ER). lige’, Pu WORN 65 6 Mes Sen a) sara 
oe | Piece rates —- — 61 44 18690 6.50 
: With meals — Month 66.90 -B1ZCO Mme? 024 16630 13,00 
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> West i 
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Hour 889 BS 0's BS" 2) BS. ORG Oudn GEOG 
Piece rates -_~ — eve Mela Bile 10>: gO 
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Note: Average hourly or weekly rates may differ slichtly from their correspon 
ing hovrly or weekly cash wage equivalent for several reasons: (1)Covera 
was slightly different as equivalent wages were computed for only worke 
with time worked reported; (2) weekly cash wages were rounded to the nea: 
est dollar before computing equivalents; (3) weekly wages sometimes re A 
presented payment for less than a full week's work. | 2 
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Table 2,.Distribution of all and regular hired farm workers in Septomber and 
April 1918, by man-duys of hired labor usod in 1948 and 19);7 
respectively on the reportin: farm 
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Table 29,-Number of farms with hired labor and distribution of hired farm 
workers, United States and regions, specified dates 
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hrea 19625, bee h Sald oo | seo, 16022 «1 Boero, 18-2), 
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North Central 332 292 192 h1e2 250 269 : ehe 
South 561 55 21h, 130 L215 L37 308 


West aed 102 81 125 SOB A MeL TY 81 


Percentace of 
hired workers Pereent Percent Percent Percent Percent.. Percent Percent 
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oh ea my | hired labor wie ker pea 
) jof Dired labor | | uged_on_farms Sept. | Apr. \Sepbe iprs 
: ea | 1948 | 1947 | 1948. eee 19-25} 18-24 jigces {18-24 19-25 
OS ENDS rOie RN SRamaicRlackess 1948 ages alae 948 41948 1948 {2 
Pet. Pot. . Jil. “M1. Pot. “Pet. Poti” Hote | 


- United States . 463e1 446.7 
Paes 7A; ee PEE ERS! 
5-1 249 TAee 1 6057. 

250 - 499. 110.5 96.0 
#500 — 999 BeeG 7550 
- 1000 and over Te. 97) 1 5Ag 
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_ Northeast | 60.8 57el 
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1 - 74 Bed 
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‘farm wage a ie ieee in he Bureau of Agriguisurel Boahomiess the 
obtained from these: surveys and the dota previously available show i 
unt differences, which are pointed out here. <A detailed discussion of Ne, 


Pe may, be found in Appendi x A, Report No. 16, of the series "Surveys 


the. new surveys, information is obtained from farmers by personal. inter- — ' 
nstead of mail questionnaires, This information covers each hired worker 

oye don the sample farms during a specified weok., The new surveys also obtain > 
tional. information as to time worked and cash wages earned during the survey 

>and as to SOx, racé, and other characteristics of each worker. In the By 
ar BAR serics on farm wige rates, estimates are based on average wag prates, aie 
rted for localities on cea reporters! . miil-questionnaires.; (Crop. reporters 
Bie incl who Sanit asa ety aaa to the Bak), The rerular BAB 


pee Poach ond without earn: ond room, per day with and ae 
4 board and om per day with house, per: hour without board and room, and 
ur with (eel daly These rates are used in constructing the index of farm wage i 


Because "board" is not defined on the mail questionnaires, average rates in 
\storical series are not precisely compserable with those obtained from the 

IrVeyS » However, as most workers who received two or more rerular meals Rial 
also reccived lodgin, or Douat dey their rates Ma pay can Ae. used for : 
roximate comparisons with ‘the “with board and room" rates of the historical at 


DEFINITIONS © | At 


n ithe Lntee ow surveys of wages and wage rates, information is obtained 
on(l). total time worked, (2) total cash wages received or due for work done 
be g the reporting wook by each hired worker employed on the farins ce that iy 
week, and (3) the worker's wage rates, The terms "wages" and "wago rates" are fs 
; peochengoab lo. ne pa ae eg . me 


eel es are the total amount ‘received for working during some poriod of time, 
ee eee rates ania the eee of caleulating the ae ~ wee ries of 


Cc ae terms in ioe re eport | are used ina restricted sense or they may have _ 
pecifically defined for use in the interview ware surveys of the Bureau of 
ult ra Economics « 4 list of these. terms and their definitions follows P 


Seu One S| are 


porting | forms Some hired Srp CySe on more than © 


H during ¢ a Sear 


if for. hal eisroy, week are an n incowplote eccoul 
employment and ne 


dean data eb oy to ante e pert of “the ‘week's Sr loyeene n 
wages for the: se workers are theluded in the computations for sau 
Bae Sead ee io beeke aleh eae eit ts Sie foahaa what indi vidua 


“correctly orion wee Won kere average on one farm in a week 
term “on the reporting farm" is used to call attention to thi 
It should also be noted that the worker's employment and earning! 
relate to farm work only and do not include earnings from any” 
farm work done a Wa the weeke 


i Regular workers; Regulur workers are those the farm operator: employed 
ad - expected to evant for 150 days or more during ee Year e 


Seasonal workers; Seasonal workers are those the farm operater employed 
expected to employ for less than Be deys during the yours 


Custom workers Custom workers are those eOeH whom wages include machir 
or equipment in addition to their labor. Enrnines of custom wo 

, are excluded from averages because the charges for labor cannot 
odes plage from the charges Por the use of machinery. a 


Crew workerss Goercurers are defined as laborers who work in a group 
gang alt the same kind of work and are paid the same wege rate. ~ 
Information as to individual members of crews is not usually 
availablee . ; 


; 
pe The ° iM a 
With meals: With meals means with two or more regular meals per day furni 


in addition to cash wares, 


Without meals: Without meals means that no meals or only one meal per 
were furnished, 


Regions: ! 


Northeast; Mine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhode Is: 
Connecticut, Pennsylvania, New tant and New Jersey. 


North Central; Ohic, Indiana, Illinois, Me nae Wisconsin, Minn 


Ora ~ Towa, Missouri, North Dakota, South Dakota, Bae 
Kansas. 


Souths; Deloware, Mayland, Virginia, West Vireinia, North Carolina, 
South Carolina, Georgia, Florida, Kentucky, Tennessee, Ala 
Mississippi, Welkansas: Tomtes cnn Oklehoma, and Texas. 


Wests Montana, Idaho, Wyoming, Colorado, New Mexico, Arizona, 
Nevada, Washington, Oregon, and California, 
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THE SAMPLE «ND METHOD OF MikING THE. SU«VEY 
April 1948 Survey ; 


The survey made by the Bureau of Agricultural Economics in April 19h8, 


covered a number of different Subjects, among which were wages, wage rates, and 


employment. Information was also obtained as to farm acronge and tenure, rental 
practices, acreage ond production, livestock and poultry, farm machinery inven- 
tories, methods of financing machinery and cquipment, farm populution, farm 


accidents, marketing methods, construction, and fertilizer. 


An area sample, designed primarily for use in general arricultural surveys, 


..was used for this survey. The sample contained 12,000 farms in 872 countics. 


Sampling rates were varied in different parts of the country to improve the 


distribution so that estimates by regions could be prepared, particularly estimates 
‘relating to hired farm labor. Three rates were used: 0.00) in the Northeast and 


West; 0,002 in the North Central States and the South; ond 0.02 in the Census list 
of large farms in the West only. A more complete statement.of the general sample 
design is available in an article in the February 1917 issue of the Journal of 


Farm Economics 1/. 


Interviewing began on April 26, and it was generally completed within 2 
weeks. Usable schedules were obenined from 91 percent of all sample farms (farms 
identified as having headquarters within a sample sepment). aA 


In making estimates of wages, wage rates, and hired employment it was assumed 
that averages for sample farms not interviewed. were the same as those for farms 
interviewed. ~ The reciprocal of the scmplins rate was adjusted to allow for non- 
interviews on this basis and was used as an expansion factor. Comparisons of the 
number enumerated in the January 195, Census of agriculture with estimates of 
total farms derived from the April 1918, sample survey, ofter adjustments for non- 
interviews, indicated that fewer farms were identified in the April Survey than 


might have been expected on the basis of Census returns. However, distributions 


of the estimated number of farms by size groups showed that most of the indicated 
incompleteness was in small farms. As smell farms usually employ little or no 
hired labor, this additional ‘incompletenss was ignored. 


During the last full week in april 19)8 the weather was generally fair and 
warm 9xcept in the Pacific Northwest. Cool, rainy weather in that area continued 


‘to limit field work. Showers extending from the Dakotas to Texas during the 


week interfered with field work in some sections but not enough to affect - 
employment. Dry soils in wéstern Texas, Oklahoma, Kansas, ond southwestern 
Nebraska delayed planting of spring crops. Farm work was at about its usua 

stage except in the Pacific Northwest and the northern Mountain region where work 
was 1 to 3 wecks behind. Continued cool, rainy weather delayed spring.seeding. 


In the South, the rains came to an enc and farmers caught up on their work. . 
‘Cotton planting made good progress’ and chopping begin in the South Atlantic and 
“Gulf Coast areas. Corn, peanuts, and tobacco were also planted, In the East 

and mid-ilest, spring grains were nearly oll seeded and corn planting was about to 
begin. : | 


ie 1/ Houseman, Earl E. The Sample Design for a National Farm Survey by the Bureau 


of Agricultural Economics. Jour. Farm Econ. 2932h1-2h5, 1917 
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September 198 Survey, 


ne 


5 : : Toth aia eee 
The survey made by the Bureau of Agricultural Economics in September 19 8, 
covered wares, wage rates, employment, farm polation, farm accidents, end — 
acreace and tenure, : : : Bch 
An area sample was used for this survey: It contained 10,000 .farms.in he 
countiass All of these countios had been among the 872 sampled in Aprile "Ne 
Sepment" schedules were obtained in a sample of serments not used in the two 
previous nationwide interview surveys (January 19:7 and April 1948). "Old uy 
serment" schedules were obtained by re-interviswing farmers who had been inter- 
viewed in the e7 counties in April 198 and who had reported some hired labor — 
in 1947. All of these farms were used except that in strata having only 1 m 
primary sampling unit only half were usod, to keep this part of the sample prope 
weighted. Ihe large farms wore those used in April for which interviews could be 
obtained in September, plus some lars farms found in the September new sepments. 
Sampling rates used in the new serpments were 0,0008 in the South, 0.0012 in th 
North Central States, and 0,0032 im the Northcoast and ‘este | Be 
Interviewing began on September 27 and was generally completed in 2 weeks’ 
time » : % 
Mil 
Usable schedules were obtained from about 93 percent of the sample farms 
(new segment farms identified as having headquarters within a sample serment and 
old serment farms which hired labor in 197). mo 
In making estimates of wages, wage rates, and hired employment, it was 
assumed that averages for sample farms not interviewed were the same as those — 
for farms interviowed. The expanded number of farms hiring labor during 1948 — 
was determined from the new segment data. Then the quotient of the expanded 
mumber of 1918 hiring farms divided by the 1948 hiring farms interviewed (both 
old and new segments) was used as an expansion factor. Comparisons of the num 
-@€numerated in the Jamary 195 Census of Agriculture with estimates of the .tot 
number of farms derived from the new Serments in the September 1948 survey, aft 
adjustment for non-interviowers, indicated that fewer farms wero identified in 
the September survey than would have beam expected, The indicated expanded mm 
of 198 hiring farms was in very close agreement with the corresponding 1947 
indication obtained from the april 1948 survey. 


Some rein in parts of the South temporarily stopped cotton picking, bit it a 

affected very little the number of persons employeds In the southern part of th 
Cotton Belt, picking was nearing completion and was proceeding rapidly in other 
arease in California, Arizona, end New Mexico, cotton picking was also in | 
(Progress. Proparation for and seeding of winter grains and cover crops were ali 
major jobs in most of the countrys <additional moisture to Sprout grain was ne 
in some areas, especially in the winter wheat area of the southern Great Plains 
Harvesting of corn was in progress in the South und was beginning in the Uorn > 
Belts. Soybeans, potatoes, sugar beets, sweotpotatoes, and peanuts were other 
_ crops being harvested. Apples and pears were being picked in the fruit areas 
. The commercial truck-crop harvest continued, even in the more northern repions, 
as killing frosts had occurred in only a few places. ra. 


Farm work made good prorress during the last full week in September 198. 


aay ea hl 


Se Inte wers were aig Aes ee for ie cur voy Noa 
8, Gnd nearly ‘ell: had form backgrounds. 
n chee nurtbe= of workers ina sroup was less then 25, ‘averages are eee | 

Table ae gives: some of the baatc data Beara farms, farms using hired | 


“Table Foe lin Coverage of farms in interview survey, April 198, 
ENesOn | and pe esenven eee 


i Farms with hired labor 
‘Sauple farms _ April 18- eh, 1948 


intere sxpan ed Paes 5 


viewed In PSFContaes 
[sample | Number! of total 


ipa 


arn EO Tea lee Identi - 
pene 6 Ae ol Rae tor 


4 
| 
| 


cee tres 


eee a ce ee omer 


: ‘Wonher Number Number Number Percent. 

Northeast = 89 ¥ 2.87 RPS Ge oe, Gide 309 88,683 © 965 

orth Contral sve aa By Galt es abd 506 291,962 (31% 
rt (ea BBS) 5 420 11,916 781.) 455,323). Bee 
Pee nent farms' 303 — ike (eh 1,54. - 515 9h, 839 LOeL ime 
Large farms 53 16 1,6 128 6,784 STA 
Tot Lance SU chin Mae Arg TOO: sae hy LO, 623) 0, imeem 
Ini ted States = 12,709 Lib) 2,037.) 937;591 2). Gen ae 


RR ew ee a er ee oe re = ren ee me ee ee ee re eee eo neg eee 
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es ) September 19))8 
ph hes eee Se rl EEE with hired labor i 
aay {Expansion| Sample Sample farms 5 Pap 
Area pea rector farms We inter- cael hase) 19-25, 1948 
hens viewed Li xpanees ; 
: In ee ak Porconbare 
v | i ; | sample Number 4 of total 
} Number ~"Number ‘Number Number ; 
Seah 213 1,910 1,796 551 «117363 presi 
eee) i eo 5,197 3 ,0W7 628... 332,212 29,5 
tae 659 . 3 lil 3,186 (851 560 , 809 LO 
West/Segment farms 23), PAR BOOT Je 15716 EY 59 =107,06 ibe 
Large farms 57 TAG in Loe 119 6,783 
cen - a Ol GW. 1,85, 578 114,189 
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SURVEYS OF WAGES AND WAGE RATES IN AGRICULTURE 


Reports In This Series Issued By 
The Bureau of Agricuitural Economics 


WAGES AND WAGE RATES OF SLASONAL FaBM WORKERS IN SPECIAL CROP 
LREAS OF FLORIDA, FEBRUARY-MaRcH, 1945 


WAGES aND WAGE sATES OF SEASONAL FARM WORKES IN ae COUNTY, 
ATTZONA AND IMPENLAL COUNTY, CALIFORNIA, FEB.WUARY-MARCH, 1945 


WAGES AND WAGE RATES OF SEASONAL Fast YORKERS IN SPECIAL CROP 
AREAS OF LOUISIANA, APRIL-MAY, 1945 (Supply exhausted) 


MAGES AND WAGE RATES OF HERED FAW! WORKERS, UNITED STATES AND 
“ MAJOR REGIONS, MARCH, 1915 


WAGES AND WAGE RTES OF FAR’ VYORKERS IN THE CIT US HARVEST, LOS 
ANGELES AREA. CALIFORNIA, APRIL-JUNE 19))5 


WAGES AND “TAGE RATES OF SRASONAL FARM YONKERS IN USDA LABOR SUPPLY 
CENTERS AT AkvIN, LINNELL, AND SHAFTEX, CaLIFORNIA, JUNE 195 
Supply exhausted) 


WAGES AND.VAGE 2aTES OF HIRED Falti WORKETS, UNITED. STATES AND 
MAJOR “EGIONS, MaY 1945 (Supply exhausted) 


WAGES 1 a ND W. 


nN OF POTATO Ha. VEST “OUKES ON LONG ISLAND, NET ¢ 
YOK, WEEK EW 


3B RATES 

JDED SEPTSMBEi 1, 195: 

WAGES AND /AGE GATES OF SEASONAL Fail! 7Ou8 iS AT SELECTED USDA 
LABO.., SUPPLY CENTEAS IN NOUTH CRIT isl alone nae AU GUST-OCTOBEL, 
19145 


WaGES AND TAGE nATES OF SEASONAL FAM! /OuKELS IN THE HARVEST OF 
SELECTED TUCK COPS, CALIFOMNIA, 195 . 


NAGES ND {AGE ATES OF SEASONAL PALA? OLKEIS IN THE HALVEST OF 
TOMATOES, BEETS, uND.ST.ATBELUIES IN SSLECTED ALRAS OF NEWT YOuK 
STATE, 1945 (Supply deems 


€ 
VIAGES AND WAGE ‘w?BS OF PA MM 0NKR: “s IN SELECTED DECIDUOUS FLUIT 
Hai,VESTS, CALIPOUNTA, MAY-SEPTIME-, 19h5 i" 


AGES AND WAGE, ALES OF SEASONAL Bi (iM . WOx AE. ww IN USDA FA, if LABOR 
SUPPLY CENTE.S AT ALVIN, NOODVILLE, AND FI EBAUGH, CALIFO.NTA, 
NOVEMBER 19))5 


WAGES AND WAGE AaTES OF SEASONAL PalJi WOLKENS IN SELECTED FIELD 
COPS, CALIFO NIA, 195 | 


WAGES . WaGi i.THS OF GRAPE HARVEST WORKERS IN “CLUTUOUA i.ND_ 


Bate er NEW YORK, WEEK ENDED OCTOBRR ih, 19h5 
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WAGES AND WAGE RATES OF HIRED FAR! WORKERS, UNITED STATES «ND 
MAJOR REGIONS, SEPTEMBER 1945 


WAGES .ND WAGE U.TES_OP HARVESTERS OF SPECTAL CKOPS IN SELECTED 
ATBAS OF 13 STATES, ,945, A STATISTICAL SUMMALY 


PERQUISITES FURNISHED HIZED FAR WORKERS, UNITED STATES /.ND MAJOR 
REGIONS, 195 


WAGES BY TYPE OF FAM AND TYPE OF WORK, UNITED STATES AND MAJOR 
TYPE-OF-FARMING ZEGIONS, 1945 


WAGES AND WAGE RATES OF FARM WOnKEIS, UNITED STATES AND MAJOR 
NEGIONS, JULY 1946 (Supply exhausted) 


WAGES «ND WAGE 2.TES OF HIRED Fuld WORKERS, UNITED STATES «ND 
MAJOR REGIONS, JuNU0uky 1947 
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